





and aesthetics. This arrangement made for the sake of arousing the interest of the men in the street
has turned into a sort of insensibility when it become a part of everyday life, and thus this insensibility
has been made legal on behalf of consumption. The replication is a good means in view of shallow
and being able to be consumed easily. However, the only side to lose will be architecture as it turns
space into a position in which the differences are packed and presented as consumption object (Bala
2009). The night view of pedestrian bridges may be attractive despite the fact that they are not the
products of culture, context and art (Figure 14).

. igure 14. Bridges as a populist prduct
(taken by Yigithan Dogan achieve http://www.yigithan.com/panoramics.asp?pano=32&alt=koprubasi-
porsuk-kopru-adalar-eskisehir-night-wide-panoramic&lg=en)

One of the function water sources namely rives have is transportation. After, Porsuk River
Rehabilitation Project trips by gondola have been started. The skiffs are preferred in the beginning and
gondolas are both produced and used in Eskisehir (Figure 15).
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Figure 15. Gondola trip on Porsuk River

In addition to gondola, motor boats are also used as a touristic transportation vehicle on the River
(Figure 16).

Figure 16: Motorboat trip on Porsuk River

The power of water in architecture

The power of water in architecture comes from using senses by seeing, hearing, feeling,
touching, and communicating. Land and water have always had a visual relationship. Water’s
reflective property, along with the audiovisual effects of moving water, offers architects a tool for
creating energy and space. Water is generally used in architecture such a way that their reflective
property creates extra architectural values. Creating prestige, exaggerating monumentalize, putting
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sophisticated mood is generally managed using the reflections of buildings on the water. Religious,
administrative and monumental buildings have been built up beside the water on consciously. Not only
reflections but also transparency is an item dealing with water in architecture. Water’s transparency
property creates visibility from interior to exterior. How views are managed and framed, both outside
looking in and inside looking out. In Porsuk Case architecture could not use the power of reflection.
What reflects from Porsuk is not aware of the potential (Figure 17).

| Figure 17. Reflection on the surface of Porsuk River (author personal achieve 2010)

The way using the power of reflection is similar to the bridge design in other words as a part of popular
and consumtion culture (Figure 18).
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Figure 18. Reflection on the surface of Porsuk River as a popular approach (taken by Yigithan
Dogan achieve http://www.yigithan.com/panoramics)

Another dichotomy which is embedded within the influence of water is its power to tranquilize similar to
reflection. The power to tranquilize is also not used like the reflection effect in Porsuk case. When we
look at Figure 19, we may think that the positive effects of green area and tranquilize is taken
consideration.
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Figure 19.The positive effect (author personal achieve 2010)

However this positive effect is not the spatial property itself. The main point is that it is really
impossible to feel that there is a river beyond the fences, barriers and other urban furniture like
flowerbed or lighting elements. Land and at the water’s edge is different-it's where two worlds meet,
where weather systems collide, where views are longer, and where you can almost feel as though you
own little piece of infinity. This difference at the water’'s edge can help you build architectural value
with space or urban space. The human consequences of this transition are important; it means that
people can walk lazily along the edge, without concern for safety. They can sit at the edge and have
their feet in the water, or walk along with water around their ankles. It is essential that water’s edge be
made so that it has a natural gradient which changes as a person comes up to the edge, and goes on
changing as the water is first shallow and then gradually gets deeper. The edge of the water must not
be directly accessible (Alexander et al. 1977). However, this is exaggerated in Eskisehir case, the
edge around the Porsuk River is protected by a blue, high fence. It is almost impossible to see, to
hear, to feel or touch the water. Porsuk has been behaved as it is a service canal rather than a natural
River passing from city centre. Porsuk is imprisoned behind bars (Figure 20).

igure 20. Porsuk River is imprisoned behind bars (author personal achieve 2010

)
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Natural streams in their original stream beds, together with their surroundings vegetations, can be
preserved and maintained (Lyndon 2000). Porsuk has the same property despite the fact that it is not
been accessible (Figure 21).
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flora of Porsuk (ttp://www.eskiseir—bld. gov.tr/porsuk.ph)

Figure 21. T

To be in touch with water, we must generally above (Alexander et al. 1977). People would like to
experience the water as much as possible (Figure 22).

Figure 22. Experiecing the water (prepared _byAauthor from Dreiseitl et.al 2001)

Instead of black and white transition from land to water, it is better to create a gray zone between land
and water encouraging people to touch the water not only visually but also psychically. As a rule, the
natural edges between water and share are marked by a slow, rough transition. There is a certain
well-marked sequence of changes in materials, texture and ecology as one passes from land to water.
In Porsuk case people are not allowed to be part of either green or blue namely River (Figure 23).
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Figure 23. Sharp and clear-cut separation between land and water

Waterways can link a series of incidents or provide an element of continuity within a city not only
physically but also socially and psychologically (Figure 24).

Figure 24. Water creates a communicative circumstance gathering people (Dreiseitl et.al 2001)
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When we look the subject, containing all the time periods over the sociological, as a universal human
impression, we may consider the person living at the edge of water as a communicative, outgoing and
open-minded one. The natural property of water as being independent, flowing freely, mobile, leading
and guiding can be seen in the society that has settled down next to water. Thus, living beside or with
city provide communicate the other easily. All kinds of structures next to, beside to, inside to water like
bridges also support that issue. Bridges is not only a passing way to combine two land sides but also
combine the cultures, civilization and all products of human being. Eskisehir is very cosmopolite city
and the variety of the culture makes the city life lively and bright. Porsuk River and all the parallel
streets to Porsuk had social, recreational activities full of young people including entertainment, art
and resting activity (Figure 25).

Ending With...

The aim of this study is to make a review the power and the force of the water in architecture
discussing in a special case namely Porsuk and Eskisehir. In this study observations as a citizen, as
an architect about the relation between a river and the city are classified based on Porsuk River in
Eskisehir. Same of propose may be summarized as a result of this study;

* Porsuk effects not only the settlement of the Eskisehir but also the central business area
directly respect to physical, social, economical and spatial properties. To rehabilitation of
Porsuk River avoiding pollution and taking precaution to flood and liquefaction of soil is the
opportunity for creates a new city life using the water. This rehabilitation project created a
synergy for shopping, for gathering bars, cafes, restaurants and same kind of street activities.
This is the strong aspects of the city, architectural coding system should create to support the
case.

* Landscape design for Porsuk edge should have used the force and power of water regarding
architectural and spatial properties. While arranging the River edge, same divisions is
constructed such a way that River is not accessible. Analyzing this divisions we may
mentioned that not only shopping, entertainment, eating, chatting, resting activity but also
walking activity is blocked. Waterways can link a series of incidents or provide an element of
continuity within a city. This water and land approach interrupts the continuity as well.

* To construct new bridges and pedestrian bridges is necessary and good decision to use the
potential of River but especially pedestrian bridges should redesign. The style of this bridges
have effects to city identity so it may be better to obtain with a team (architect, city planner,
historian, sculpture e.g)

* Motor boat, gondolas trip may be used not only for touristic but also the transportation in the
city

e Water is generally used in architecture such a way that their reflective property creates extra
architectural values. In Porsuk case architecture could not use the power of reflection. While
constructing buildings next to water edge, same special implementation rules as the urban
coding should be arranged.

* It is really impossible to feel Porsuk beyond the fences, barriers and other urban furniture like
flowerbed or lighting elements. It is almost impossible to see, to hear, to feel or touch the
water. Porsuk has been behaved as it is a service canal rather than a natural River passing
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from city centre. Porsuk is imprisoned behind bars. Instead of black and white transition from
land to water, it is better to create a gray zone between land and water encouraging people to
touch the water not only visually but also psychically.
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